
 

 Will Conn has never been a high average bowler, but he has been a tireless administrator in the 

game for many years. His election to the Hall of Fame is in recognition of the many duties he has 

performed. Conn served on the RIBA board of directors from 1957 until he left the Quad-Cities in 1972. 

He was elected as a director in 1957, elevated to second vice president in 1961 and became first vice 

president in 1971. 

 In addition, Conn has served as secretary-treasurer of several local leagues. His first involvement 

with that office came, however, at South Bend, Ind., where he served an 18-team league. Conn, 77, 

remains active in bowling and in administrative duties in Rockford, where he now lives. “I’ve been 

secretary of the Elks league here (in Rockford) for 12 years,” he stated. “I’m also in my eighth year as 

secretary of the Elks lodge.” 

 A bowl er for about 48 years, Conn got his start in the game while living in Kankakee. “I first 

started bowling in Kankakee. We had a mixed league there. I’d guess I’ve been bowling about 48 years 

now. My best bowling was in the 160s (average) while I bowled at the Central in Rock Island.” 

 Conn presently bowls in a senior league in Rockford. “We have a YMCA Senior league. You have 

to be a member of the YMCA to bowl in the league. There are 34 teams with five men to a team.” 

 Conn’s working years were spent at automobile agencies in various cities in Indiana and Illinois. 

He was employed as business manager at Kral (later Sexton) Ford while residing in the Quad-Cities. 

 The introduction of Will Conn into the RIBA Hall of Fame points out that a man does not have to 

be a star bowler to receive the accolades of his peers. Years of hard work and service are also 

recognized and appreciated. 


