
 

 Ron Schuldt began his bowling career at the age of ten, in a junior league at the old Central Bowl 

on Blackhawk Road. His 103 average and high game of 165 were just the start of things to come for this 

bowler. By age thirteen, his average of 160 was high in the juniors at that time. At age fifteen he started 

working at Central Bowl as a pin-chaser, which gave him the opportunity to practice his game at no 

charge. 

 Bowling every day before work, up to fifty games a week, with the well-known Mr. Penny 

Spaulding helped his game tremendously. Also at the age of fifteen, he joined his first adult men’s 

league, bowling with his father and his uncle in the Rock Island Businessmen’s League. Although many 

people told him he was too young to bowl in adult leagues, he proved them wrong by winning high 

average with 189 and high series with a 689 that year. 

 His first of hundreds of 700 series came at the age of sixteen while subbing in the 4-10 League. 

At age seventeen, he began bowling at Town & Country Lanes in the Rock Island City League and the 

Rock Island Classic League with the Colman Florist team. That year he averaged 195, which was in the 

top five averages in the league that year. 

 At age twenty-one, he bowled in the Daily Dispatch Tournament at Highland Park Bowl where 

he shot the highest score ever recorded in the forty-three year history of the tournament of 1,235. At 

the end of that bowling season, he averaged over 200 for the first time in his career and has stayed 

there ever since. 

 Over the past thirty-nine years he has achieved many high scores. He has bowled five 300 

games, one 299 game, one 298 game, hundreds of 700 series and two 800 series, the highest being 834 

which came in the Rock Island City League in September 2002. He has also been on many league 

championship teams. 

 Some of his Rock Island Bowling Association city tournament awards include 1984 high series of 

699, 1984 high game of 275, 1989 high series of 754 and in 1989 he and his partner Jim Bance won the 

doubles championship with 1,432. He also won the Ray Colman Memorial Roll-Off connected with the 

city tournament in 1997 in memory of Rick Shurtz and Jim McCorvey. In 2002, he rolled the high game of 

300 in the R.I.B.A. city tournament. 


