
 Mike Davis didn’t start bowling until 1976 when he met a young lady by the name of Cindy 

Skinner. It seems that they needed a male bowler for their team in the Saturday Night Mixed League at 

Town & Country, and our inductee met the qualifications. A year later in 1977, he married his 

teammate. His average that year was in the 150’s. As the years went by his average did improve with the 

help of friends such as Shelly Cromer and her family, who they went to a lot of tournaments with. He 

also enlisted the help of the late Steve Sweat who drilled several of his bowling balls. 

 During his career, he has had two 800’s, two 300’s, one 299, two 298’s and three 11 in-a-row 

awards. Two of his 11 in-a-rows were on the same day, but were one year apart. He states that the most 

memorable 300 was at the former Central Bowl on lanes 19 and 20. His best three game series came at 

Town & Country in the Jolly Boys League with games of 277, 268 and 279 for an 824 series. 

 He served on the Rock Island Bowling Association board for two years as director and then 

twelve years as the secretary-treasurer. During his time as secretary-treasurer, A.B.C. came out with the 

Winlabs program that is still in use today. In 1989, he became a certified lane inspector, one of only a 

few in the Quad-City area. 

 He had the support of his wife and two children for all his bowling activities. He says that he 

really enjoyed his time on the lanes where he met a lot of great people. He has to take a leave from the 

lanes due to having knee and hip replacements; also his job of plowing snow for the state keeps him on 

call for the winter. He says that after both he and his wife retire, they will more than likely get back in 

the bowling scene. A list of his bowling accomplishments on the lanes are: 

 1987 – R.I.B.A. doubles champion with John Balmer with a 1,469 total 

 1990 – R.I.B.A. scratch all-events champion 

 1994 – R.I.B.A. city tournament high series 

 1997 – R.I.B.A. team champion 

 1997 – R.I.B.A. city tournament high game 

 1997 – R.I.B.A. all-events champion 

 1997 – R.I.B.A. scratch and handicap doubles champion with Neal Mazzarollo 

 2000 – R.I.B.A. team champion 

 Illinois State Lions Club tournament champion with John Balmer, Bob Gordon, Jeff Gordon and 

 Scott Gordon. 


