
 Kim Henkle started bowling at the age of four, and with only a brief absence, has been bowling 

for forty-two years. One of her most memorable accomplishments occurred in May 1998 during the 

W.I.B.C. national tournament when she and her doubles partner, Barbara Schaffer, bowled a 1,205 to 

take the lead in the doubles event. They would eventually be taken down one notch to finish second in 

the tournament.  

 From 2000 to 2004, she and her team turned up the heat by taking the scratch team title in the 

women’s city tournament four out of five years. The year 2002 was exceptional for her as she won the 

Janette Nelson Roll-Off and the Ray Colman Memorial Roll-Off, in addition to the scratch team title. 

Then, on November 27, 2002, she struck gold at Town & Country Lanes in her fourth game in the Trio 

Classic League with a perfect 300. She kept the ball rolling in 2003 by winning the all-events title in the 

women’s city tournament with a 1,855 and the doubles championship with Shelly Elliott with a 1,243. In 

2004, she and partner Donna Slane won the doubles championship with a score of 1,317. In 2006, she 

had the high game in the women’s city tournament with a 276. She has averaged above 200 for many 

years, with her high average being 211 in the Trio Classic League, where she still holds one of the highest 

averages today. She has a career high series of 765 for three games and 1,012 for four games. 

 In 2012 she faced her greatest challenge when she was diagnosed with a brain tumor. Shortly 

after the surgery to remove the tumor was completed successfully, she returned to the lanes with the 

desire to overcome the loss of hearing in her right ear and double vision in her right eye. Her average 

dropped to 175. With the help of corrective lenses and determination, she has managed to bring her 

average back up to 190. 

 Her passion has inspired her four daughters and one son to follow in her footsteps. Amber, 

Heather, Kimmie and Sara all bowl in the Trio Classic League alongside Kim. Amber was the leader of the 

pack while at Rock Island High School, carrying the highest average. Her son Donny is one of the best 

male bowlers in the Quad Cities. She is the current manager of Priority Express, and has been for the last 

fourteen years. Over the years she has employed about half of the bowling population. She has always 

strived to be at the top of her game, which is easily seen in her confidence when she steps onto the 

approach. 


