
 

John Schuldt got his start as a pinsetter at the old Central Alleys in downtown Rock Island in 

1932, at the age of 14. During his more than sixty-five years as a bowler in the Quad-City area, and 

during a time of lower scoring lane conditions, he was able to find success on the lanes. During this time 

he was able to bowl many 600 and one 700 series. 

 Throughout his many years as a bowler in the former Rock Island Bowling Association, he 

participated in many leagues. He was a member of the Rock Island Industrial League and Rock Island 

Classic League in the 1940’s and ‘50’s, the T & C League throughout the 1960’s and the Rock Island 

Businessmen’s League in the 1970’s. Toward the latter part of his career, he bowled in the senior 

leagues at Family Fun Center, Highland Park Bowl and Town & Country Lanes. 

 Some of his league accomplishments include championships in the Recreation League in 1939-

1940, the Rock Island Industrial League in 1946-1947, the Rock Island Classic League in 1949-1950, the T 

& C League in 1962-1963, 1964-1965, 1965-1966, the Rock Island Businessmen’s League in 1972-1973 

and 1974-1975. During the 1978-1979 season, he bowled the high game of 279 in the Rock Island 

Businessmen’s League.  

 John also found success in many local tournaments. He was the 1939 Kewanee Star Courier 

Tournament champion with an 849 four game total. He backed that up with an 828 total in 1940, which 

was good for third place. John won the team championship during the 1948 R.I.B.A. City Tournament 

with a score of 3,007 as part of the Rock Island Millwork team. He was also a member of the Moline 

Bowling Association for many years, where he teamed up with Joe Kulig to win the 1957 doubles 

championship with a 1,333 total. John also was on the Paul C. Johnson Insurance championship team in 

1958.  

 John bowled his first A.B.C. national tournament in Columbus, Ohio in 1950 and was an annual 

participant at the Petersen Classic in Chicago along with his brother Clyde and son Ron. 

  The highlight of his bowling career occurred on February 21, 1968, when he bowled only the 

fourth 300 game ever at the old Sixth Avenue Recreation while bowling in the Sportsmen League. Some 

of the other establishments he bowled in were Andy’s Alleys, Topsot Lanes, Central Bowl, The Fort 

Armstrong and Plaza Bowl. Even after he was no longer able to bowl, you could always find John down 

at the lanes watching his son Ron and grandsons Bryan and Zachary. 


