
 

Jeanette Nelson began bowling in 1944 at Simpson’s Recreation, now Sixth Avenue, when she 

formed a four team league with Mary Haubut, Veva Stoit, Reba Casperson and Marge Dawsett. Reynolds 

Engineering became the sponsor of her team two years later continuing that roll for nearly 30 years. 

Jeanette organized a mixed league at the Playdium Alleys in 1945 serving as secretary of the league for 

the 24 years of its existence until the lanes close down. 

 Nelson has bowled in as many as four leagues at one time. She currently bowls in three, two at 

Highland and one at Kimber, each week. Her first tournament victory came in 1947 when she won the 

Dispatch Singles. She took the singles and all-events championships in the Moline-Rock Island city 

tournament in 1949. Other city tournament victories came her way in succeeding years. In 1952, her 

Reynolds team won the team event. She was a team winner again in the 1960’s for Wilkins Pipe and 

Supply. Jeanette and Jane Bell tied for the doubles championship in 1953 with an 1,138 count. 

 She rolled her first 600 series in 1948 at the LeClaire Alleys, but it was not until 1959 that she 

recorded her highest 600 ever, a 671. During her career she has achieved fifty-three 600 counts, seven 

of those during 1948-49 season and seven during the 1958-59 season. Her high average of 179 occurred 

during that season. 

 The lifetime resident of Moline has worked at Highland Park Bowl for the past ten years. Her 

avid enthusiasm for bowling is reflected in the vast collection of more than 600 pictures displayed in the 

rec room of her home. Included in her collection are photos of all of her leagues since 1947, parties, 

tournaments and various other bowling events throughout her career. Five scrapbooks further attest to 

her interest in the sport of bowling and a large hand built case handsomely displays her many trophies. 


